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On the Legal Status and Liability of Cruise Entertainment Operator

SUN Sigi', JIN Yiwen’
(1. School of Law, Shanghai Maritime University, Shanghai 201306, China;
2. Shanghai Minhang District People’s Court, Shanghai 201199, China)

Abstract: Entertainment service is an important part of cruise tourism. Cruise entertainment oper-
ator is identified as an independent contractor under Anglo — American law but a contractor of outsourc-
ing contract and tourism operator under Chinese Law. There is no contractual relationship between the
cruise entertainment operator and travel agency, cruise crew or passengers, and cruise entertainment
operator is not the performance assistant of travel agency. In case of any breach of cruise tourism serv-
ice contract or contract of carriage of passengers by sea for the reason of cruise entertainment operator,
travel agency and cruise line shall be held liable due to the privity of contract. In case of any personal
or property damage to passengers caused by cruise entertainment operator, passengers concerned may
require travel agency or cruise line to honor its liability. Cruise line that is negligent in respect of the
selection of cruise entertainment operator shall bear appropriate liability for compensation.

Keywords : cruise tourism; entertainment operator; legal status; independent contractor; tort lia-

bility



