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Who Is More Stable in the Inbound Tourism Industry
Between China and the United States?
——A Comparative Analysis Based on the Structure

of Tourist Source Market and the Impact of Events

MA Lijun, LIU Cong
(Business School of Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, Hunan, China)

Abstract: By collecting the data of inbound tourism in China and the United States, and using
Herfindahl-Hirschman Index ( HHI), Market Concentration Rate ( CRn) and the trend line of the
background, the stability of inbound tourism in China and the United State have been analyzed from two
aspect, which including the structure of tourist market and the degree of response to the impact of
events. The results show that: In the past 40 years, the stability of inbound tourism between China and
the United States has been improved. Furthermore, compared with the inbound tourism industry in
United States, the stability of Chinese inbound tourism industry is higher, and it is improving faster, as
well. Since 1986, The inbound tourism industry in China and the United States have been affected by
12 incidents, and since 2001 the inbound tourists in the category of conference and business,
sightseeing and leisure categories have been affected by 8 incidents. The average loss rate of inbound
tourism between China and the United States affected by the incident is similar during the period, but
the number of incidents occurring in and around China or directly related to China is higher than the
United States, indicating that the Chinese inbound tourism industry is much more stable. Once, an
important event occurred in one tourist destination, the impact of the event would be passed from one
tourist destination to another. Different events affect visitors from the same destination or type of
destination differently. The impact of the same event on different tourist destinations is different, and
the impact on different types of tourists is also different.

Keywords: inbound tourism, stability, structure of the tourist source, the impact of events,

China and the United States



