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The Impact of Narrative Structure Innovation in Cultural Tourism
Variety Shows on Emotional Connection to Destinations .
A Case Study of “Wonderful Journey”

ZHANG Youpeng, HAN Jianlei, MING Qingzhong, ZHENG Wengian, JIANG Tianyan
(School of Tourism and Hotel Management, Yunnan University of Finance and
Economics, Kunming 650221, Yunnan, China)

Abstract: Cultural and tourism variety shows are important factors influencing audiences’
emotional connections to destinations, but academic research on this topic remains limited. This study
draws on innovation diffusion theory and narrative structure theory to construct a framework for the
influence of narrative structure in cultural and tourism variety shows on audiences’ emotional
connections to destinations, and validates this framework using structural equation modelling and the
Bootstrap method. The results show: the relative advantage, compatibility, and usability of the
narrative structure of cultural and tourism variety shows have a direct positive impact on audiences’
emotional connection to destinations, while observability and testability do not have a direct positive
impact on audiences’ emotional connection to destinations. Additionally, compatibility, usability,
visibility, and observability can influence emotional connection through narrative transmission mediation
or a chain of mediation involving narrative transmission and emotional arousal. While the mediating
effects of relative advantage on destination emotional connection are not significant. This study explains
the process of audience destination emotional connection from the perspective of innovation in the
narrative structure of cultural and tourism variety shows, holding significant theoretical and practical
implications for promoting the development of cultural and tourism variety shows and tourism
destinations.

Keywords: cultural and tourism variety shows; innovation; narrative structure; emotional

arousal ; destination emotional connection



