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What Factor Makes the “Tourist Cities Explosion” ? Dynamic QCA

Analysis Based on Sample Data from 12 Cities

HAN Fa'? | ZHANG Wei*, LIU Yan®
(1. Department of Economics and Management, Inner Mongolia Hongde College,
Hohhot 010070, Inner Mongolia, China;
2. School of Tourism, Inner Mongolia University of Finance and Economics;
Hohhot 010051, Inner Mongolia, China;
3. Department of Education, Central Korea University, Gyeonggi-do 31020, Korea)
Abstract; The viral spread of internet sensations like Zibo’s barbecue craze and Kaifeng’s “ Wang
Po Matchmaking” has turned tourism city “explosive popularity” into a social hotspot. This study
examines 12 cities that experienced such phenomena, applying the social ecosystem theory to collect 18
data indicators from 2016-2023 that could drive urban “ explosive popularity”. Through dynamic
qualitative comparative analysis ( QCA ), it explores the spatiotemporal pathways and mechanisms
behind this phenomenon. The research reveals three essential conditions: well-regulated supervision,
sudden surge in online buzz and residents” warm hospitality. By analyzing commonalities and differences
in regional development models, it proposes five strategies to boost cities” “explosive popularity”.
Keywords: urban “explosion”; network communication; consumer-friendly; resource-driven;

policy-driven



